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ONE PERSON ARRESTED FOR SMUGLLING ELEPHANT IVORIES (TUSKYS)

(Capital Information)
Hyderabad, June 25 : The
sleuths of Special Operations
Team, LB Nagar Zone,
Rachakonda along with For-
est Range Officials, Hayath
Nagar, Ranga Reddy District
apprehended one accused
who is trying to sell the Ele-
phant Ivories (Tusks) illegally
and seized Two Elephant
Ivories and one Mobile Phone
from his possession.

The details of the accused
person : 1 : Rekulakunta
Prasad, S/o Venkata Ra-
mana, Age: 32 Yrs, Occ:
Driver, R/o Beside road of Ra-
mayalam, Rajula Colony,
Rayachoti, Annamaiah Dist,
Andhara Pradesh, N/o Eguva
Kothapally, Yandapalle, Ray-
achoti, Annamaiah Dist, And-
hara Pradesh.

Seized Property : 1. Ele-

Ivories: 2 No's —
(Worth

phant
Weight: 562 KGs
Three Crore Rupees in Inter-
national Market) , 2. Mobile
Phone —01.

The accused person
Rekulakunta Prasad is resi-
dent of Rayachoti, Andhra
Pradesh and habituated for
bad vices, used to earning

easy money by doing illegal
activities. Previously he was
involved in a Red Sanders
logs smuggling case by
RSASTF (Red Sanders Anti-
Smuggling Task Force) PS,
Tirupathi Dist. (A.P) and was
lodged in Thirupathi sub-Jail
in the month of February
2025. Ancother accused

Lokeshwar Reddy was also
arrested in Red Sanders logs
smuggling case by the above
Task Force police and lodged
in the same Jail, where both
of them became acquainted
during their stay in Jail.

After releasing from the
jail, both the accused persons
hatched a plan to sell Elephant
Ivories for wrongful and huge
profits. As per their plan
Lokeshwar Reddy went to She-
shachalam Forest of Thirupathi
Dist, Andhra Pradesh and pro-
cured (2) No's of Elephant
Ivories from Yanadula Tribals.
After getting the Elephant
Ivaries, he informed the same
to Prasad to sell at Hyderabad
for excessive amount. Accord-
ingly, they both boarded a pri-
vate travel bus along with
illegally gained Elephant lvories
and today on 25.06.2025 morn-

ing hours, reached LB Nagar,
Hyderabad to sell the above

two Elephant Ivories to
prospective buyers.

On tip of information SOT
LB Nagar team along with
Hayath Nagar Forest officials
apprehended accused Reku-
lakunta Prasad and seized (2)
No's of Elephant Ivories and

other incriminating material
from his possession. Another
accused Lokeshwar Reddy
fled away from the spot. Ef-
forts are underway to trace
and apprehend the abscond-
ing accused Lokeshwar
Reddy. The past criminal his-
tory of the arrested individual
is also being verified.

The proactive efforts of the
Team of SOT LB Nagar Zone
and Hayath Nagar Forest offi-
cials led to the successful in-
terception of this smuggling
racket, highlighting their con-
tinued commitment to combat
smuggling activities and en-
suring to protect the life of an-
imals which are endangered
species, as the Rachakonda
police are keep vigil in all the
aspects and criminals to cur-
tail illegal activities.

The above arrests were
made under the direct super-
vision of G. Sudheer Babu,
IPS., Commissioner of Police,
Rachakonda and under the
guidance of Md. Shakir Hus-
sain, Addl. DCP, SOT, LB
Nagar-Maheshwaram & Sai
Prakash, Forest Range Offi-
cer, Hayath Nagar, Ranga
Reddy dist.




Elephant Tusk Smuggler Held in LB Nagar

TPN Correspondent |
Hyderabad

In a major breakthrough, the
LB Nagar Zone SOT police, in co-
ordination with Hayathnagar
forest officials, arrested Reku-
lakunta Prasad, a native of
Andhra Pradesh, for attempt-
ing to smuggle elephant tusks
from the Seshachalam forests
of Tirupati to Hyderabad. The
arrest took place early Wednes-
day morning in LB Nagar when
Prasad was trying to sell two
tusks valued at nearly ¥3 crore
in the open market.

According to Rachakonda Com-
missioner of Police Sudheer
Babu, Prasad was previous-
ly arrested and jailed in a red
sandalwood smuggling case.
During his time in prison, he
came into contact with Lokesh-
war Reddy, another accused in
a similar case. After their re-
lease, the duo decided to en-
gage in illegal wildlife trade as
a means of easy profit.

As part of the plan, Lokesh-
war Reddy visited the Yanad-
ula tribal community in the

Seshachalam forest region,
where he managed to acquire
elephant tusks at a low cost.
He then transported them to
Hyderabad using private travel
services.

On receiving a tip-off, the LB
Nagar SOT team laid a trap
and caught Prasad red-hand-
ed while attempting to strike a

deal. However, Lokeshwar Red-
dy is currently absconding, and
efforts are underway to trace
and apprehend him.

Police said the tusks were be-
ing sold without any legal per-
mits, which is a serious viola-
tion of wildlife protection laws.
smuggling of elephant tusks
is a punishable offense under
the wildlife Protection Act, and
further investigation is being
carried out to trace the source

and end-buyers of the tusks.
Authorities have appealed to
the public to report any sus-
picious activities related to
wildlife trafficking, assuring
strict action against violators.
The arrest serves as a stern
warning against illegal trade
in endangered species and un-
derscores the vigilance of law
enforcement in curbing forest
and wildlife crimes.



Telangana <. Today

Elephant tusks worth
Rs 3 cr seized; 1 held

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Rachakonda Special
Operations Team (SOT),
along with Forest depart-
ment officials, nabbed one
person on charges of smug-
gling and attempting to sell
elephant tusks.

Two tusks worth Rs 3
crore in the international
market were seized at Hay-
athnagar on Wednesday.
The arrested person, R
Prasad (32), a driver from
Annamaiah district in
Andhra Pradesh, was previ-

ously involved in a red
sanders smuggling case and
was arrested by the Red
Sanders Anti-Smuggling
Task Force in Tirupati. He
was jailed in that case in
February. According to po-
lice, during his stay in Tiru-
pati sub-jail, Prasad be-
friended Lokeshwar Reddy,
also arrested in a red
sanders smuggling case and
lodged in the same jail.
“After being released, the
duo plotted to sell elephant
tusks,” said G Sudheer
Babu, Rachakonda Police
Commissioner. (SEEPAGE 2)

Elephant tusks worth Rs 3 cr seized; 1 held

“The duo went to the Seshachalam
forest and procured two tusks from
local Yanadula tribals to sell in Hy-
derabad,” said G Sudheer Babu.
They boarded a private bus with
the tusks concealed in their luggage
and reached LB Nagar on Wednes-

day morning. Based on a tip-off, the
SOT and Forest department offi-
cials apprehended Prasad at Hay-
athnagar. However, Lokeshwar
Reddy managed to flee. The tusks
were seized, and efforts are on to
trace and arrest Reddy.
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